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NOTES FROM JENN 
Happy November!  We are three months into the 2011/2012 

school year and I think it‟s safe to say “we are settled in!”  As of 

late, Mary Ann and I have been asked questions about changes 

in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) 

and how changes could affect Waterbridge School Age 

Program.  Some of your questions have been about Full Day 

Learning, the Extended Day Program, and the proposed new 

Chapman Mills School/boundary changes.  With so much 

going on, it can be difficult to understand how the changes might 

affect your family.     

Many parents have been made 

aware of the Ottawa-Carleton 

District School Board‟s plans 

to build a new school in the 

Chapman Mills area.  With the 

building of the new school, school boundaries will be changed.  

Please take a moment to review OCDSB recommendations 

concerning the new school, as some of our Waterbridge families 

will be affected.  The link is listed at the end of this newsletter 

(under OCDSB Links).  

A meeting has been scheduled for 

Monday, December 5, 2011, to 

receive delegations from the public 

and for Trustee debate regarding the 

OCDSB staff recommendation 

report.   For information on how to appear as a delegation at this 

meeting, please visit the link listed at the end of this newsletter.  

Parents have also been raising questions 

about the Extended Day Program the 

Ottawa-Carleton District School 

Board is expected to implement in the 

coming future.  A recent staff 

recommendation has been made to the 

OCDSB that a „hybrid‟ model be 

followed when it comes to running the 

Extended Day Program, which means 

that third party agencies (like Mothercraft) could be given the 

opportunity to implement and run this Program.  The link for the 

report is listed at the end of this newsletter (under OCDSB 

Links). The OCDSB trustees are expected to respond to 

the recommendation later this month.  At the present time, the 

Mothercraft Board of Directors is examining options for our 

two programs currently running out of OCDSB sites.  It is my 

understanding that our Board of Directors will be providing our 

families with an update on plans as decisions are made. 

Farley Mowat Public School has been slated to implement Full 

Day Learning in September 2013.   

Should you have 

further questions, 

please do not 

hesitate in passing 

them along to me. If you have specific questions for our Board of 

Directors, I am equally happy to forward them to the Board as 

you wish.   As I find out more, I will share with you.   

At Waterbridge, we are looking forward to our Winter 

Celebration on December 7th!  We hope you will be available to 

join us for some great food and friendship. 

Bundle up everybody, the cold weather is coming!   

Jenn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

IT’S TIME FOR A PARTY! 
Our annual Winter Celebration will be held on 

Wednesday, December 7th this year, from 

4:15-5:45pm. This is a great time to meet and 

socialize with your child’s friends, parents, and 

educators.  There will be plenty of food and 

drinks for everyone to enjoy.  The children are 

very excited and have made themselves busy 

preparing the invitations, posters, decorations, 

and centrepieces.  As this is a potluck event, 

there are sign-up sheets posted where you 

may indicate what food you will be bringing.  

Beside the sign-up sheets are index cards to list 

the food ingredients, so that our guests who 

have allergies will know what they are able 

and are not able to eat. Please remember not 

to bring any food that may contain nuts.  

Hope to see everyone there! 

 

 

 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM  
Wow! Time has really flown by since our last newsletter.  Our 
new children have settled nicely into the Program and we 
have been running our typical schedule for about two months.  
That must mean it is time for a change. We had been 
separating the junior kinder children from the senior but we 
have now amalgamated both groups and it is going very well.  
We now have our learning centres set up in both rooms and 
the children are able to travel freely between them to engage 
in the different activities we set up.   

We have also begun a Web of Interest 
for the children; this web, which can be 
found on our windows, is where we 
draw ideas from for our learning 
centres.  It will change as we observe 
the children’s interests changing. This 
is a very exciting change and time for 
our Program. 

As winter approaches and the days get colder, we would like 
to remind parents that 
children require the 
proper attire for this 
weather, including a 
warm coat, mitts or 
gloves, a hat, boots, 
and snow pants. Here 
at Waterbridge, we go 
outside unless the 
temperature with wind 
chill is -25°C or below (if only for a short period of time), and it 

is very important that the children are warm and comfortable. 
We will also dress the children for outside before sending 
them off to school as they often begin their day outdoors. 
Jennifer, Theresa, Sabrina and Adam 
 

SCHOOL AGE PROGRAM 
Wow, is time ever flying by! It’s November already and 
winter is just around the corner. The School Age Room 

has been a very busy place lately. Our 
daily clubs have taken off and are now 
in full swing.  
The Fine Arts Club is continuing to 
work on its production of Peter Pan; 
the Construction Club is putting the 
final touches on its Lego-Vancouver 
harbour; and the Book Club has 

finished its first novel, “Charlotte’s 
Web” and is eagerly anticipating the 
start of its next novel, “The 
Chronicles of Narnia.” The Cooking 
Club has been making some 
amazing Italian dishes for the past 
month and has now moved on to 
cooking Asian-themed dishes, such 

as Chicken Lo-Mein and Butter Chicken. 
Members of the Animals Club have 
completed their beautiful shoe-box 
habitats and have expressed an interest 
in learning about endangered animals, 
including ones from right here in 

Ottawa.  Finally, the Sports and 
Running Clubs have been 
keeping the children very 
active, with the Sports Club 

playing basketball, hockey, soccer, and ultimate Frisbee, 
while the Running Club has been training for a 5km 
run. 
We said good bye to Adam and wished him luck in his 
plumbing apprenticeship and we welcome Victoria back 
to fill in for Adam until we can permanently fill his 
position. 
Sincerely, 
Theresa, Adam and Victoria 
 
 

BARRHAVEN FOOD CUPBOARD 
 

 
 

The Barrhaven Food Cupboard has sent us a list of items 

required to make baskets that will be delivered to 

families who need help having a great holiday meal. We will 

set up six baskets on a table in the hall with lists above 

each basket as to what is required to fill those baskets. 

The School Age children will wrap them and the staff will 

deliver them just before Christmas.  

 
WATERBRIDGE E-MAILS 
Jennifer Ross, Manager jennifer@mothercraft.com 

School Age Program wbschoolage@mothercraft.com 

Kinder Program wbkinder@mothercraft.com 

Mary Ann Wilcox,  

Administrative Assistant 

waterbridge@mothercraft.com 

Feel free to contact us at any time! 

 

 
 

 

 

An important component of the 

Waterbridge School Age 

Program is to teach the 

children empathy and 

compassion for those people 

(or animals) that are struggling 

to make their dreams come 

true. With this in mind, every 

year the Waterbridge Team 

picks a charity or two to help 

during the holiday season. This 

year, both the Kinder and 

School Age Rooms have joined 

forces to help the Barrhaven 

Food Cupboard. 
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COCKTAIL CRISPS 

                 
1 cup butter  

8 oz. pkg. Imperial cheese (sharp cold pack cheddar cheese) 250g 

dash of salt 1½ cups flour (375ml) 

¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper or Tabasco (1ml) 4 cups Rice Krispies 

¼ teaspoon Worcestershire sauce (1ml)  

Cream butter and cheese together. Add seasonings. Beat in flour, then add Rice Krispies. Mix well. Shape 
into balls. Press down with a fork which has been dipped in cold water. Bake at 350°F for 18-20 minutes, 
until lightly browned. Makes about 4 dozen.  
This recipe is from The Best of Bridge, Winners.  

 

 

BRIE WITH SUN-DRIED TOMATOES 

 

 
7½ oz. round brie cheese (235g) 2 tbsp chopped fresh parsley 

½ cup sun-dried tomatoes in oil, drained & finely chopped (115g) 

2-3 garlic cloves, minced  

Score the top of the cheese. Mix tomatoes and garlic; pile generously on cheese. Sprinkle with parsley. 
(Itôs not necessary to remove rind from cheese.) Heat in a 350ÁF oven until cheese begins to melt.  
Serve with bagel chips or crackers.  
This recipe is also from The Best of Bridge, Aces.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out what is going on at Mothercraft Ottawa  

by visiting our web site at 

www.mothercraft.com 
 

 

OCDSB Links  
 
New Chapman Mills Elementary School:  

http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Barrhaven%20Area%20Study%20Docs/Report%20No.11-

189%20New%20Chapman%20Mills%20ES%20Recommendations.pdf 

 

How to appear as a Delegation or Ask a Question at the December 5 meeting:  

http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Pages/BarrhavenAreaElementarySchoolsStudy.aspx 

 

Proposed Delivery of the Extended Day Program:  

http://www.ocdsb.ca/OCDSB%20Doc/staff%20report%20extended%20day.pdf 

http://www.mothercraft.com/
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